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According to Paraguayan agriculture and environment experts, approximately 8 million ha. of the
nation's forest cover has been destroyed over the past 40 years. Of the total, 6 million ha. were
deforested during the last two decades, and 400,000 ha. in 1989 alone. About 75% of 159,808 sq.km. of
tropical and semi-tropical forest cover in the country's eastern region has been deforested, at a rate
of 100,000 to 150,000 ha. per year. In 1989, deforestation drastically increased result of deregulation
by the federal government, and large-scale movements of landless agricultural workers. The
government implemented new regulations aimed at slowing deforestation in late 1990. (Source:
Agence France-Presse, 05/19/92)
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